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INTRODUCTION
1.1

Scope and Objectives

The District of Invermere recently prepared a Community Enhancement Plan (CEP) incorporating
various commercial areas and public open spaces through the core of the community. The plan
describes potential developments and improvements to attract residents and visitors and
accommodate diverse programming and activity within these areas. A key component of the plan
is improvement of pedestrian environments and facilities linking nodes within the core area to the
broader community.

The CEP process highlighted the significant opportunity for a more

extensive active transportation network to promote connectivity and accessibility among
neighbourhoods, facilities and amenity spaces throughout Invermere.

Recent transportation planning work in Invermere has highlighted the need to address
transportation infrastructure at a number of levels. Proposed large new residential developments
within the Town will necessitate extending and upgrading roads and services and existing
conditions at particular locations will entail relatively minor improvements to address traffic safety
concerns.

Across the range of the potential projects indicated in these plans are many opportunities to
incorporate facilities and improvements within a complementary active transportation network.
These facilities could contribute to reduced demand and reliance on automotive transportation,
higher utilization of public rights-of-way and higher value for transportation investments.

Within this context, the District of Invermere secured a “BEAT” (Built Environmental Active
Transportation) Community Planning Grant to develop an Active Transportation (AT) Network
Plan for the community. The Active Transportation Network Plan is intended to meet a number
of objectives, in particular:
□ Build on the emerging direction of the CEP to establish various types of transportation
links between the core commercial areas and surrounding neighbourhoods and
destinations
□ Provide facilities that will encourage alternatives to use of automobiles
□ Improve access to and attraction of community facilities, parks and amenity areas
□ Promote community health and public engagement
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Consistent with the primary purpose of the BEAT grant program, the plan will support future
capital funding programs and implementation of the proposed network. To this end, the AT
Network Plan identifies:
□

Opportunities to complement and advance community enhancement and transportation
objectives with active transportation facilities

□

On- and off- street, lakefront, and park area routes and alignments to link key
community destinations and generators of use

□

A variety of facilities to accommodate a wide range of uses including walking, running,
cycling, fitness programs and universal access

□

Facility types and standard of facilities to provide safety, convenience, and comfort for all
users

□

1.2

Costs, priorities and phasing for development of the network

Process

The AT Network Plan was prepared under the direction of the District through a process that
involved consultation with District staff and representatives of local schools and recreation
groups.

The contribution of these participants, as identified in Appendix A, is gratefully

acknowledged.
The following tasks were undertaken to complete the plan:
□

Review of background plans and studies – Existing District documents, plans and
policies and representative AT plans from other communities were reviewed to compile
an outline of the opportunities and direction specific to a plan for Invermere. The review
included the following documents:


Official Community Plan, District of Invermere



Pedestrian Charter, District of Invermere



Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan (Draft), District of Invermere



Various Transportation and Traffic Safety Studies, District of Invermere



AT plans for City of Moncton, NB and Village of Minden, ON



Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning: Guide to Best Practices, Victoria Transport Policy
Institute
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□

Community Engagement – The District assembled a working group including
administrators, teachers and representatives of school Parent Advisory Committees
associated with the local primary, elementary and secondary schools and representatives
of a local recreation group.

The working group was engaged through an evening

workshop focused on the following topics:


Context for the plan



Principles and objectives as the important measures of a successful plan for
Invermere



Existing and potential routes, components and facilities to be included and
addressed in the plan based on:


Types of users and needs



Generators and destinations



Routes and alignments



Level of use



Standards

The outcome of the workshop was compiled as a rough map of the primary routes,
facilities and standards desired to be included in the plan.
□

Field check potential network – The rough network derived from the workshop was
checked by driving and walking all routes with the District’s Director of Development
Services. This review identified conditions, influences, adjustments and additions related
to the desired network. Digital photographs of existing conditions were recorded at key
areas.

□

Schematic network plan – A schematic plan of the proposed network and outline of
the proposed facilities and standards was prepared on the basis of background
information, community input and field work. This plan was submitted to District staff.
Comments were received identifying adjustments and refinements to the plan.

□

Draft of final network plan – The plan was developed through maps, typical sections,
illustrations and a report.

The plan considers community input, opportunities and

available corridors to define routes, alignments, path types, facility standards and
associated amenities such as staging areas, furnishings and signage. Facility standards
address surface, width, on- or off-street location, and accessibility. Proposed phases and
associated project development cost estimates were prepared and included in the plan.
□

Submission of draft Final Plan – The draft final plan was submitted to the District for
review by staff and endorsement by District Council.
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2.0

EXISTING POLICIES AND DIRECTION
Review of existing policy documents of the District provided support and direction for
development of the Active Transportation Network Plan.

The relevant findings from these

reviews are summarized below.
□

Official Community Plan OCP (2001)
The OCP provides a number of recommendations and policy directions that support the
proposed Active Transportation Network Plan. The OCP includes a “Parks, Pathways and
Institutional Land Use Plan” map indicating a long-range plan for linkages among park and
open space resources. This plan served as the starting point for the AT Network Plan. The
applicable policy directions and recommendations of the OCP included:


Respond to anticipated economic transition to recreation and tourism based
opportunities



Address the park system to meet future needs and demands based on accelerating
growth rates and demographic changes



Continue to develop and expand a comprehensive network of pathways, sidewalks,
parks, open space and natural areas



Guide park land acquisition based on criteria including lake access and linkages
among parks and open spaces



Prepare a parks, pathways and open space master plan to define desired amenities
for negotiation through rezoning and development permit processes



Collaborate with School District for joint-use and management of open space



Implement a development cost charge for park, pathway and open space needs



Work with other agencies and community groups to promote and implement a
greenway concept



Engage residents, potentially affected property owners and responsible government
agencies for greenway planning



Support cluster subdivision to encourage greenways



Potentially review roadway standards to consider changing priorities for, among
others, pedestrian and cycle uses and aesthetic and “people-friendly” qualities



Support landscaping for streets



Support initiatives to promote alternative methods of transportation.
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Pedestrian Charter Policy (2008)
The District recently adopted a Pedestrian Charter with the overarching intent “to ensure
walking is safe, comfortable and a convenient mode of travel”. The policy rests on a number
of principles that have been reviewed, incorporated with additional principles and adopted as
the foundation for the AT Network Plan. These principles are defined in the following section
of this report.

□

Parks, Pathways and Open Space Master Plan (Draft)
Following from the OCP, the District is in the process of preparing a Parks, Pathways and
Open Space Master Plan for the community. The draft master plan sets out the following
directions relevant to the AT Network Plan:


Maximize public access to Lake Windermere, Columbia River Wetlands and Toby
Creek



Develop a comprehensive network of trails which link provincial, regional and
municipal parks, beach areas, schools and open spaces and include:


Multi-use trails



Pedestrian easements and walkways



Cycle pathways



Hiking trails



Prepare a trail study to locate and define specific routing and trail type destinations



Implement trail network based upon natural features, natural and man-made linear
corridors and landscaped streets



Where possible with sensitive planning, potentially accommodate recreation use
where compatible with preservation and protection of sensitive waterways



Nurture cooperation between all public authorities, agencies and the private sector.
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3.0

PRINCIPLES
The Active Transportation Network Plan is founded on a number of principles incorporating the
District’s Pedestrian Charter and input from District and community representatives. These are
presented as the intended measures of the success of the active transportation plan and,
ultimately, the implementation of the proposed network. These principles are guides to decisionmaking through planning, design, construction and operation of the proposed network.

As

principles, each should be considered, as a general rule, to have equal value and merit.
However, in practice, flexibility, cooperation and good judgement will be required to balance
inevitable conflicting expectations of different user groups and changing priorities within a
framework that respects the broad intent of the principles.
The following principles are incorporated into the AT Network Plan from the District’s “Pedestrian
Charter” as described above:
□

Accessibility: - Walking is free and direct means of accessing local goods, services and
community amenities.

□

Equity: - Walking is the only mode of travel that is universally affordable to all members
of the community to travel independently.

□

Health and Well Being: - Walking is proven method of promoting personal health and
well being.

□

Environmental Sustainability: - Walking relies on human power and has a negligible
environmental impact.

□

Personal and Community Safety: - A pedestrian environment in which people feel
safe and comfortable increases community safety for all.

□

Community Cohesion and Vitality: - A pedestrian-friendly environment encourages
and facilitates social interaction and local economic vitality.

The following principles reflect input of the District and community representatives and are added
to the above principles
□

Use and Usability: A network that accommodates broad community desires, interconnects key nodes within the community, and addresses expectations for functionality,
comfort and convenience will promote high levels of use.

□

Diversity of Users:

A network that appeals to a wide range of commuter and

recreational users and promotes access for all demographic and economic groups will
provide the greatest opportunity for individual participation and engagement.
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□

Community Development: A network that supports broader community development
and enhancement goals related to the downtown core, school precinct, cultural centres
and parks will reinforce the benefit and attraction of those amenities and contribute to
greater community value.

□

Consistency and Legibility:

A network that is based on consistent standards for

various facilities and presents a consistent image and appropriate information will
facilitate safety, enjoyment, responsible use and clarity.
□

Incremental Development:

A network that is achievable through commitment to

coordinated implementation on a phased basis over time will reflect the District’s
resources and the community’s capacity for contribution and partnership towards
development.
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4.0

OPPORTUNITIES AND POTENTIAL
4.1

Community Health and Fitness

Active transportation is a response to the increasing awareness and priority of promoting physical
activity and fitness for all segments of society. Walking, cycling, running, skateboarding and
other means of self-powered movement are effective and increasingly important strategies for
controlling weight, reducing the risk of cardio-vascular disease, and improving physical fitness
and conditioning.

Individual decisions and commitment to increase physical activity are

influenced by the degree of convenience and social support for engagement in these activities.
Active transportation needs to be seen as a convenient and viable alternative to automotive use
and as a socially desirable “thing to do”.
The active transportation network proposed for Invermere will promote community health and
fitness in the following ways:


Support current school fitness programs by upgrading an existing fitness path to
increase the width and improve the surface material and by adding physical fitness
stations to incorporate more complete training and use by the general population.



Provide facilities that appeal to all segments of the community population and that
make it easier for people to choose active transportation for commuting to work and
school and, more importantly, for non-commuting transportation movements such as
walking or cycling to shops or to visit friends.



Provide an extensive network that brings a recreational facility close to where people
live to counter the conventional habit of “jumping in the car” to go to the gym, park,
playground or rink to participate in an activity.



Provide paths to and through the significant open space resources within Invermere
to facilitate greater engagement with and appreciation of the natural environment to
promote psychological health and well-being.

4.2

A Resilient Community

Invermere, like many communities in British Columbia, is experiencing economic, social and
environmental challenges and pressures.

Increasingly, communities are looking at ways to

diversify and expand local opportunities, increase efforts towards community and social
development, attract new residents and tourism activity, and take better care of the resources
that support and define the community. These objectives tend to be mutually reinforcing and
initiatives that identify and capture opportunities related to several, or all of these objectives tend
to generate high value and build significant resilience within a community.
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The proposed active transportation network for Invermere has multiple dimensions that will
contribute to improving the community’s future and resilience. These dimensions include:


Recognize and provide facilities and services that provide equitable opportunity for
use and participation by most residents of the community.



Recognize and provide for alternative types of transportation based on individual
preferences influencing various economic, social and environmental choices.



Provide cost-effective infrastructure and services that serve and support broad
community needs with reasonable and affordable levels of investment.



Provide facilities and amenities that encourage existing residents to remain in
Invermere and that attract new residents and visitors based increasingly on decisions
related to lifestyle opportunities and appreciation of a distinctive community vision.



Provide facilities that encourage broad participation, engagement and cooperative
use to promote deeper social engagement of residents with their community and
with their neighbours.

4.3

Destinations and Generators

The success of the active transportation network will depend in part on making it easy for people
to get from where they are to where they want to go without using an automobile. Invermere is
a relatively small and compact community with definite nodes of concentrated development. This
structure supports a fairly simple active transportation network that can connect most of the
population to the key destinations within the town. The proposed active transportation network
incorporates the following important destinations and traffic generators:


Core commercial area between 4th and 14th Streets east of 10th Avenue and in
Athalmer



Major institutional uses including primary, elementary and secondary schools,
College of the Rockies campus and the hospital



Major employment districts including commercial areas and the industrial district at
the north end of the community



Community parks and open space including Kinsmen Beach Park, Mt. Nelson District
Park, James Chabot Provincial Park, Windermere Lake, Toby Creek corridor and the
Columbia River wetlands



Potential future regional trail connections to Panorama Resort and the Columbia
River Greenway
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Existing and Future Development

Invermere presents opportunities within the existing development pattern and associated with
anticipated new development that will support the proposed active transportation network.
These opportunities will facilitate adaptation and retro-fitting of existing infrastructure and
definition of the scope for new infrastructure to incorporate active transportation facilities. The
plan sets out a program that will promote coordination and integration of active transportation
projects within capital development programs, subdivision and development servicing, and
operation and maintenance programs. Particular examples include:


Utilization of undeveloped boulevards along existing secondary streets, generally
constructed without curbs, to accommodate key multi-use paths generally along
routes with lower traffic volumes



Definition of 13th Avenue as a primary commuter and recreational corridor reflecting
both its central location and continuity along a north-south alignment and the
requirement for major underground servicing upgrades to support new residential
development in the south and west sectors of the community



Potential significant downtown improvement projects, including sidewalk and
roadway upgrades, arising from the recently completed Community Enhancement
Plan



Incorporation and upgrading of existing paths and dykes within the Toby Creek
natural area to improve recreation access



Utilization of existing rights-of-way such as through the Pineridge area and along 6th
Avenue north of 4th Street for off-street paths

4.5

Traffic Safety Improvement

The active transportation network plan supports the District’s objective to improve traffic safety
in the Invermere. The plan is fundamentally directed towards providing safe facilities that will
accommodate circulation and movement of people under their own power. Separate facilities,
continuity of the network, attention to integration of automotive and active traffic at areas of
concentrated use, and appropriate signage and way-finding devices will promote safety within
the network. The plan considers and addresses the proposed traffic safety improvements that
the District has identified and implemented at the school precinct in the vicinity of 13th Avenue
and 14th Street. The following are some opportunities and approaches to meet the objective for
traffic safety:
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Separate automotive and active traffic as much as possible through the use of
separate cycle lanes, boulevards between automotive and active traffic, and offstreet alignments for active transportation facilities



Provide adequate widths and surfacing for active transportation facilities to
comfortably accommodate the anticipated type and level of use and to reduce the
potential to divert active transportation uses to roadways



Use standard traffic signage associated with commuter cycle facilities located within
roadways and at intersection and crossing points of automotive and active facilities



Locate crossing points according to standard transportation practice and to minimize
potential conflict points and use standard markings where warranted



Provide adequate clearances along active paths to avoid interference and injury from
adjacent structures and overhead obstructions

4.6

Community Enhancement

The active transportation network provides a significant opportunity to improve the character and
image of Invermere in combination with development of the network. Similar to the directions of
the Community Enhancement Plan, the District has the opportunity to enhance the appearance
and value of public rights-of-way and enhance property values by investing in the proposed
network.

The active transportation facilities, in and of themselves, will be a significant

component of this added value.

In addition, the following are associated improvements and

potential benefits that could be achieved:


Streetscape development through development of paths and treed boulevards



Community involvement to partner and contribute towards development of the
network and associated components such as furnishing and tree planting programs



Community image and awareness through signage and interpretation programs,
way-finding system, educational programs and related initiatives



Personal safety and security improvements associated with more people being on
the streets observing and monitoring activity
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5.0

PROPOSED NETWORK
5.1

Network Plan

The proposed plan for the Active Transportation is presented as Figure 1. The plan incorporates
a combination of commuter and recreation paths along municipal rights-of-way and through
public open spaces. The network is structured to provide convenient access for various uses
based on the following criteria:


Locate a designated portion of the network within approximately two blocks, or 200
metres, of most residential streets



Locate paths through commercial areas and to connect to schools, hospital, parks,
open space and areas with concentrations of employment



Achieve a reasonable balance between commuter and recreational facilities



Separate uses within core areas and anticipated high use zones in commercial and
school precincts



Emphasize multi-use facilities in residential and open space areas to promote higher
utilization and to encourage a “shared path” philosophy



Incorporate the pedestrian network as described in the Community Enhancement
Plan for the commercial core



Utilize existing arterial streets for the primary commuter cycle routes with separate
lanes



Maximize off-street multi-use paths and include tree boulevards to provide distinct
active transportation environments and minimize the influence of traffic on users

The proposed network indicates approximately 38 kilometres of paths. These are categorized by
type in detail in the following section of this report.

The following table summarizes the

approximate total length for each type of path described in the plan including existing paths and
sidewalks identified in the Community Enhancement Plan.
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Path Type
Commuter Cycle, separate lane

Existing

Per CEP*

Proposed

TOTAL

0

0

3525m

3525m

2140m

2140m

Commuter Cycle, shared lane
Sidewalk – downtown commercial

3400m

Sidewalk – core/major

1270m

1070m

2340m

2100m

300m

4100m

Sidewalk - connecting

1700m

Sidewalk - local

600m

600m

Multi-use path - major
Multi-use path - minor

600m

Multi-use path - hiking

tbd

Boardwalk
Fitness path (upgrade to existing)

3400m

1800m
1350m

3000m

TOTAL

1725m

1725m

12400m

14800m

1000m

1000m
1350m
3000m
37980m

*Community Enhancement Plan

A detailed plan of the area of 13th Avenue and the school precinct is included as Figure 2. This
plan incorporates the proposed active transportation facilities with safety improvements at the
school sites as proposed in the “13th Avenue School Safety Study” (Urban Systems, 2005). The
area is considered to be a high priority for development of active transportation facilities based
on the concentration of significant traffic destinations and generator, existing traffic patterns and
the combination of commuter and recreation uses. The detailed plan provides an indication as to
how the various facilities can be organized and integrated to suit site specific conditions, subject
to review and resolution through design and implementation.
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5.2

Component Facilities and Standards

The component facilities of the AT Network Plan are described below in terms of function, design
standards and requirements. Each facility type is illustrated with section drawings.

5.2.1

Commuter Cycle Paths

Two types of commuter cycle paths are proposed primarily to accommodate commuter cycle use
on major streets. The designation of these facilities as “commuter paths” is not intended to
exclude recreational use.

In practice, designated cycle lanes can encourage increased

recreational cycling as they are perceived to be safer than routes not designated or defined. This
can contribute to a false sense of security for users and misunderstanding as to the legislated
“rules of the road” and safe operation of a bicycle.
To mitigate this situation, separate and shared cycle paths should be designed and constructed
according to accepted traffic design standards and employ standardized markings and regulatory
signage. Education and enforcement programs should be considered to promote appropriate and
safe use.
Designated and appropriately designed and marked cycle paths provide a strong indication to
automobile users as to the presence and priority of cyclists and may encourage increased driver
attention and slower traffic speeds. This could contribute to increased sense of comfort and
safety and, in turn, promote increased cycling use.
Commuter cycle lane types are described below and illustrated on Figure 3 following the
descriptions.

.1

Separate Lane

Separate cycle lanes are proposed to provide convenient and direct connections along major
streets between residential areas and locations of significant employment, community facilities
and institutional uses.
Separate cycle lanes are incorporated into the paved road section adjacent to a traffic lane and
generally adjacent to the road shoulders or parking lanes. The standard width is 1.2 metres
adjacent to a traffic lane. The width should be increased to 1.5 metres where parking, curbs or
other vertical elements or edges are present adjacent to the cycle lane. Lane markings including
paint lines between the cycle and traffic lane and cycle symbols within the lane are required
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consistent with transportation standards. Markings and signage required at the approaches to
intersections and in combination with turning lanes need to be resolved to suit site specific
conditions.

.2

Shared Lane

Shared cycle lanes are intended to accommodate primarily commuter cycle use on secondary
streets within the central areas of Invermere and along major streets connecting in to the center.
This type of facility is intended to provide convenient and direct connections generally from
residential areas to separate cycle path corridors and to locations of significant employment,
community facilities and institutional uses.
Shared cycle lanes provide additional width within traffic lanes in combination with signage to
accommodate integration of cycle and vehicular traffic along the designated routes. Shared cycle
lanes are typically 3.7 to 4.3 metres wide to allow for vehicles to pass cyclists. Signage should be
provided to define the designate routes and provide notice to drivers and cyclist of the shared
facility. Signage should be consistent with transportation standards

Page 16
0953.0083.01 / June 30, 2009
U:\Projects_CAL\0953\0083\01\R-Reports-Studies-Documents\Final\2009-06-29-REP-ActTransNetPlan.doc

COMMUTER CYCLE PATHS
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
DISTRICT OF INVERMERE

December 2008

PAINTED CYCLE
LANE LINE

PARKING LANE
OR CURB/SHOULDER

1.2-1.5m
CYCLE LANE

TRAVEL LANE

COMMUTER CYCLE PATH---SEPARATE LANE
SCALE 1: 75

PARKING LANE
OR CURB/SHOULDER

3.7-4.3m
SHARED CYCLE TRAFFIC LANE

COMMUTER CYCLE PATH---SHARED LANE
SCALE 1: 75

FIGURE

3

DISTRICT OF INVERMERE

5.2.2

Active Transportation Network Plan
Final Report

Sidewalks

Sidewalks are conventionally provided to accommodate pedestrian movement along adjacent
roads. As a desirable objective to promote active transportation, every street should have a
sidewalk. In the case of Invermere, this may not be practical or economically feasible as local
and secondary streets in the older areas of the community have been developed without curb
and, therefore without sidewalks. The high cost of retrofitting sidewalks to existing streets and
the implication to storm drainage and collection preclude significant new sidewalk construction.
However, sidewalk improvements are proposed at select locations outside the core area to
accommodate high pedestrian volumes and to complete “gaps” in the sidewalk network.
The Community Enhancement Plan proposed significant extension and upgrades of existing
sidewalks within the core area of the community. These proposals are incorporated into the AT
Plan as described in the CEP. The active transportation plan also includes existing sidewalk in
some locations outside the central core as indicated on the network plan.
Conventional widths for sidewalks tend to be too narrow to comfortably accommodate the
volume and diversity of people that use them. Conflicts among pedestrians, wheelchair users,
skateboarders, people with strollers and others often relate to inadequate width. At a minimum,
sidewalks proposed in the network plan are 1.5 metres wide based on accommodating three
pedestrians or one pedestrian and a wheelchair side-by-side.
A minimum clear width of 1.2 metres should be provided within sidewalk corridors to
accommodate people with visual and physical impairments. Ramps and let-downs should be
provided at all corners and crosswalk locations to meet universal accessibility requirements. As
an aid to people with visual and physical impairments, tactile edge treatments should be
considered to delineate the clear zone along sidewalks in high traffic locations such as the
downtown.
Where existing width within a right-of-way is adequate, sidewalks should be developed with a
tree boulevard between the road and sidewalk. This is intended to improve the definition, safety
and comfort of the pedestrian environment, encourage active transportation use and contribute
to a more attractive community.
The various types of sidewalks included in the AT Plan are described below and illustrated on
Figure 4A and 4B following the descriptions.
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.1

Downtown Core Sidewalk

As described in the CEP, downtown core sidewalks are intended to accommodate high levels and
a wide range of use.

In addition to active transportation uses, these sidewalks incorporate

commercial uses, such as merchandise displays and cafes, street trees, light fixtures and
furnishings.

In addition to the primary function of pedestrian circulation and access to

businesses and residences, activities along these sidewalks can include shopping, sitting,
socializing, and loading and delivering goods.
Downtown core sidewalks are proposed at a minimum width of 3 metres with a minimum clear
width of 2 metres. These walks should include additional allowance for streetscape and active
transportation amenities such as benches and bicycle stands. Standard finish concrete is the
minimum treatment however, special paving materials are proposed in the CEP.

.2

Core Commercial / Major Sidewalk

Core Commercial sidewalks are also incorporated from the CEP for secondary commercial streets.
Major sidewalks are proposed in the AT Network Plan for locations outside the commercial core
that attract significant pedestrian traffic volumes between or near to key destinations, such as
schools.
Core commercial walks are proposed to be a minimum of 2.5 metres wide with a minimum clear
width of 1.5 metres.

These walks may include allowance for streetscape and active

transportation amenities, such as benches and bicycle stands.

In particular these should be

included within commercial areas and adjacent to major destinations. Standard finish concrete is
the proposed treatment for these walks and special paving materials could be used as accents.

.3

Connecting Sidewalk

Connecting sidewalks are incorporated from the CEP as a basic standard to accommodate
pedestrian access to secondary uses, such as residential, within the core commercial areas and to
provide connections to adjacent neighbourhoods.
In the AT Network Plan, connecting sidewalks are proposed as the minimum standard for new
sidewalk construction except along local streets in exclusively single family residential
neighbourhoods. Connecting sidewalks are intended to serve schools, parks and other secondary
active transportation destinations. This standard would be appropriate as an alternative to a
minor multi-use path at locations with concentrated use, available storm drainage and narrow
corridor width.
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Connecting walks are proposed to be a minimum of 2.0 metres wide with a minimum clear width
of 1.5 metres. Standard finish concrete is the proposed treatment for these walks.

.4

Local Sidewalk

Local sidewalks are intended to meet basic requirements for active transportation facilities in
residential areas on local streets. Local sidewalks are proposed to be a minimum of 1.5 metres
wide with a minimum clear width of 1.2 metres.
treatment for these walks.
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5.2.3

Multi-use Paths

Multi-use paths are proposed as key component of the Invermere Active Transportation Plan to
expand activity beyond the base functions of getting to and from work and school. Multi-use
paths are intended to attract and accommodate a wide range of uses, to provide separation from
traffic, and to connect and provide access to the full spectrum of amenities within and, ultimately,
beyond Invermere.

Multi-use paths may be provided parallel to other facilities, such as

commuter cycle paths, within some corridors to provide alternatives for potentially conflicting
uses. At other locations, multi-use paths may be the only facility provided in response to site
constraints, such as at the lakeshore, or site characteristics, such as natural open space.
Except for the proposed boardwalk, multi-use paths are proposed to be surfaced with
compactable fine gravel to provide a relatively low-cost, durable and comfortable surface
accessible to a wide spectrum of users.

This surface would accommodate bicycles, strollers,

wheelchairs and walkers but likely will not be desirable for use of skateboards and rollerblades
except over short distances. Over time, these paths could be upgraded to asphalt surface to
expand usability as funding and demand warrant.
Unless precluded by narrow right-of-way width, multi-use paths along streets are intended to be
developed with a tree boulevard between the road and sidewalk. This will improve the definition,
safety and comfort of the path for users, encourage greater active transportation use, and
contribute to a more attractive community.
The various types of multi-use paths included in the AT Plan are described below and illustrated
on Figure 5A and 5B following the descriptions.

.1

Major Multi-use Path

Major multi-use paths are proposed along the primary streets and circulation corridor along 13 th
Avenue and 5th Street to provide a continuous north-south spine through the community. This
path will parallel the 13th Avenue commuter cycle route and interconnect with most east-west
routes to maximize connectivity for all users.
The major multi-use path is proposed to be 3.0 metres wide with additional 0.5 metre horizontal
clearance at each side. A tree boulevard is proposed between the path and the adjacent street.
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.2

Minor Multi-use Path

Minor multi-use paths are the most extensive facility proposed for the AT network and will be the
main means for access to the network and throughout the community for users. Minor multi-use
paths are proposed along residential streets, within and along open space and as connections to
potential future regional trails.
Minor multi-use paths are proposed to be 2.0 metres wide with additional 0.5 metre horizontal
clearance at each side.

A tree boulevard is generally proposed between the path and the

adjacent street within residential areas.

.3

Hiking

Hiking paths are proposed within open space areas generally within the Toby Creek corridor.
These paths could incorporate minor improvements to existing tracks and paths within open
space or development of new paths. Hiking paths are proposed to be 1.5 metres wide with
additional 0.5 metre horizontal clearance at each side.

.4

Boardwalk

A boardwalk is proposed in the CEP to connect James Chabot Provincial Park and Kinsmen Beach
Park along the shoreline of Windermere Lake.

The path is intended to provide recreational

access along this attractive corridor while protecting environmental values. The boardwalk could
be a minimum of 2.0 metres wide however, a width of 3.0 metres is recommended.

The

boardwalk should be constructed of treated wood.

.5

Fitness Path

The proposed fitness path will expand an existing facility used for a school fitness program at
J. E. Laird Elementary. The intent is to incorporate more comprehensive physical training and to
accommodate community-wide use.

This facility will improve the existing circuit to a higher

minimum standard and add up to ten fitness stations along the path.

The fitness path will

incorporate three school sites, Mt. Nelson Park site and the connecting streets within a 3
kilometre long circuit. Based on the central location and access from existing public facilities, the
circuit is anticipated to attract increased use via the adjacent active transportation network and
the associated parks and open space.
Fitness trails are proposed to be 2.0 metres wide with additional 0.5 metre horizontal clearance
at each side. A minimum of 2.5 metres clearance should be provided to adjacent fitness stations
where included.
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Illustrations

Illustrations are provided below to indicate how the various active transportation facilities are
propose to be combined and incorporated along particular streets.


Figure 6 shows the combination of active transportation facilities proposes for 13th
Avenue, 13th Street and 5th Street. The section for 5th Street is representative of the
similar program proposed for 10th Avenue and 17th Street.



Figure 7 includes digital photo renderings for 13th Avenue and 17th Street and for the
proposed safety improvements at Eileen Madison Primary School.
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IMPLEMENTATION

The proposed Active Transportation network incorporates paths described previously as part of
the District of Invermere Community Enhancement Plan and additional facilities to establish an
active transportation system throughout the community. Implementation, including phasing and
costs, for the community enhancement initiatives can be determined by reference to the CEP. To
avoid duplication and potential confusion between the two programs, the components included in
the CEP are not included in the implementation plan for the Active Transportation network.
As a general approach, implementation of the CEP and the extended AT network should proceed
in parallel.

This approach will result in improved active transportation facilities and greater

activity and attractiveness within the core areas of the community at the same time that facilities
are provided to improve access from the surrounding neighbourhoods. The AT implementation
plan includes an annual allocation for installation of active transportation amenities, such as
signage, benches and bicycle stands, within the core areas of the community. These amenities
are intended to augment downtown improvements and ensure that increased levels of active
transportation are supported and encouraged.
The implementation plan is structured to achieve the following priorities:


Provide the core structure of the AT network then build from there.



Address previously identified safety improvements at the school precinct.



Develop a balanced program of commuter and recreational facilities to engage a
diversity of users.



Build more-or-less complete segments of a particular component at each phase.



Work within and allow flexibility to adjust to the funding resources of the District in
combination with potential grant programs.



Coordinate with development servicing infrastructure improvement projects to
improve cost-effectiveness and minimize disruptions of construction.



Maintain flexibility to adjust to changing circumstances and priorities over time.
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Phase

Component – Location and Description

On-going

Active transportation amenity program associated with
enhancement of the commercial core areas of the
community
□

1

2A

Capital
Budget
$10,000 / year

Annual program to install furnishings and amenities
such as signage, benches, bicycle stands, directory
kiosks and drinking fountains

13th Ave. at 14th St. - Stark Drive
□

Separate commuter cycle lanes - increase paved width,
paint lane markings and signage; 1,325 m

□

Major multi-use path and treed boulevard on west side,
signage; 1,325 m

13th Ave. at 7th - 14th St.
□

Separate commuter cycle lanes - paint lane markings
and signage; 550 m

□

Major sidewalk and treed boulevard on west side
between 13th and 14th St., signage; 100 m

□

Major multi-use path and treed boulevard on west side
between 7th and 13th St., signage; 400 m

$430,000

$315,000

14th St. at 13th - High School driveway

2B

□

Shared cycle lanes, signage; 400 m

□

Major multi-use path and treed boulevard on west side,
signage; 400 m

□

Major sidewalk on south side between 13th and 14th
Ave.; 125 m

15th Ave. at Eileen Madison School
□

Extend sidewalk to south side of school parking
entrance; 50 m

□

Construct raised crosswalk and signage at south side of
school entrance and walkway to connect to school
walkway; 25 m
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3

4

5

6
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Component – Location and Description
Fitness Trail – J.A. Laird to Eileen Madison schools
□

Granular path on school grounds and adjacent to
municipal sidewalk where possible; 2,000 m
improvement, 2,000 m total

□

Fitness stations along trail

□

Signage and furnishings

□

Long-range – develop on 14th Avenue with completion
of right-of-way dedication (not included in estimate)

13th St. at 7th - 13th Ave.
□

Separate commuter cycle lanes within existing paved
width – paint lane markings, signage; 800 m

□

Major sidewalk one side based on upgrade to existing;
upgrade 400 m of existing 800 m

□

Existing sidewalk at other side; 800 m

□

Treed boulevard on north side between 10th and 13th
Ave. where width is adequate; refer to Community
Enhancement Plan for 7th to 10th Ave.

13th Ave. at 5th - 7th St. and 5th St. at 9th - 13th Ave.
□

Shared cycle lanes, signage; 550 m

□

Minor multi-use path along west and south side,
signage; 550 m

10th Ave at 4th - 13th St. and 4th St. at 7th – 10th Ave.
□

Separate commuter cycle lanes within existing paved
width - paint lane markings and signage; 850 m

□

Minor multi-use path along west side of 10th, signage;
720 m

□

Connecting sidewalk at north side of 4th St; 110 m

13th Ave., 1st St. and 6th Ave. west of 5th St.
□

Minor multi-use path, signage and viewpoints; 1,350 m

□

Major sidewalk along 7th Ave. to 4th St.’ 130 m
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Phase

Component – Location and Description

7

Panorama Dr, Industrial Rd. #1 and #2 and connection to
6th Ave.
□

8

9

10

11A

□

Minor multi-use path and signage along east and south
side of roads

□

Shared cycle lane on 10th Ave and 17th St., signage

Toby Creek corridor between 7th St./13th Ave. and Panorama
Dr.
□

Minor multi-use path along road/dyke allowances and
along existing tracks in natural areas; 1,525 m

□

Miscellaneous hiking trails as existing and to suit;
minimum 1,000 m

□

Staging areas, one at each end – 7th/13th and Panorama
Dr. – parking, directory kiosk, benches, signage

□

Signage and rest stops/viewpoints

14th St. from High School to Pineridge Dr. along park/utility
rights-of-way and portion of Pinetree Rd.
□

Minor multi-use path and signage; 1,100 m

□

Connecting sidewalk along west side of Pinetree Rd.;
140 m
Shared cycle lanes, signage; 140 m

Westside Rd. at Johnson to Castlerock intersection
□

11B

$185,000

$225,000

$205,000

$155,000

$80,000

Minor multi-use path and signage along east side of
road; 840 m

1st Ave. from James Chabot Park to Sifton St.
□

Budget

Minor multi-use path and signage along west and south
side of roads; 1,600 m

Georlick Rd. to 12th Ave., 10th Ave. at 13th St. to 12th Ave.
and 17th St at 7A Ave – 10th Ave.

□

Capital

Minor multi-use path and signage along lake/river;
800m
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Component – Location and Description
Canyon View Rd. and 7th St. between 14th St and 13th Ave.
□

Capital
Budget
$150,000

Minor multi-use path and signage along west and north
side of roads; 1,000 m

□
13

Notes

Connecting sidewalk along 14th St.; 150 m

10th Ave. at 1st – 5th St.. 10th St. at 10th – 13th Ave. and 12th
Ave. at 5th – 10th St.
□

Minor multi-use path and signage along one side of
each street; 1,500 m

1.

Estimates are based on approximate lengths for path segments
and linear costs in 2008 dollars for typical treatments and
assume minimal removals, grading, sub-surface soil
improvement and generally minor construction constraints.

2.

Estimates include a contingency allowance of 30% for
unknown conditions and requirements.

3.

Estimates include consulting services allowance of 15% for site
examination, survey, design and construction services.
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Appendix A
Workshop Participants

Workshop Participants
Name

Affiliation

Geff Dutcher

CAIRD / CMP

Michelle Taylor

Columbia Valley Life Sports (& EMP)

Susan Halverson

JA Laird School PAC (Parent Advisory Council)
Chair

David A Gee

Principal, JA Laird Elementary

Steve Jackson

Director of Operations School District No. 6

Brenda Danyluk

JA Laird (Parent)

Chris Prosser

CAO – District of Invermere

Rory Hromadnik

Director of Development Services - District of
Invermere
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